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US-Russia Rivalry
1. Overview of the hostile issues between the US and Russia
The rivalry between US and Russia dates back to 1945 during the cold war. The two nations had previously united during the Second World War to stop the notorious Nazi Germans from expanding their European territory. After the Nazi surrender in 1945, the Russians started establishing communist governments in Eastern Europe to safeguard those countries in case the Germans posed a new threat (LaFeber & Abbott, 1972). This move by Russia worried the US and Britain as they felt that Russia would permanently dominate the European territories. The US also feared that the communist governments would dominate over the democratic countries of Western Europe. Russia’s aim was to spread communism all over the world. America on the other hand was determined to stop the Russians communism spread. In 1947, the US drafted a plan to help recover some of the countries dominat4d by the Russians and to keep the once not yet influenced by the Russians under American influence. Through the Marshall plan, the Americans distributed economic aid to countries in Eastern and Western Europe to help them recover from the effects of the Second World War (LaFeber & Abbott, 1972). The aid was meant to help the countries to increase their agricultural, industrial and trade activities; and was in form of direct grants and loans. This move brought Western Europe countries and some communist Eastern Europe countries under American influence. The Russians were upset by America’s move and in 1948, they attempted to create a blockade in Berlin to forcefully drive out America allies out of the Russian jurisdictions; a move that failed. In 1949, The US joined hands with Britain and France to form the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) as a unified military command meant to resist the Russian presence in Europe. As a retaliatory move, the Russians exploded their first atomic bomb. Until 1961, both the Soviet Union and the US developed ballistic missiles. In 1962, the Russians secretly installed their missiles in Cuba with the intention of bombing US cities. This move nearly brought the two nations to war. The two nations continued to build weapons and strengthen their military. The war between the two nations was that of domination; about who would dominate both Western and Eastern Europe.
2. Current status of Russia pertaining national security
In the recent years, Russia has been constantly engaging in activities that strengthen their military in case of an attack they have also built various weapons even though they have not been able to use them. For instance, Vladimir Putin, the acting Russian president signed a new security concept to protect the nation’s interests in international relations in 2000 to replace the 1997 national security concept. Unlike the 1997 concept, the new concept changed the terms when the Russians can be allowed to use their nuclear weapons from use “in case of a threat to the Russian Federation’s existence” to use “to repel armed belligerence, once all the other means of resolving the crisis have been used exhaustively.” The new concept also states that “Russia's national interests in the military sphere lie in protection of its independence, sovereignty and state and territorial integrity, in the prevention of military aggression against Russia and its allies and in ensuring the conditions for peaceful and democratic development of the state.” In this, it also adds on the importance of protecting the national borders from terrorist and other external threats that threaten the existence and stability of the Russian Federation. The Russian concept mainly focuses on the efforts by other countries to wipe out Russia’s presence in Europe, Asia and the Middle East and focuses on strengthening their military to ensure that they defend their territories and presence abroad by all means. Even though the concept mentions that Russia is against war and prefers diplomatic ways of settling differences and peacemaking, it insists on the importance of having sufficient weaponry including nuclear weapons and strengthening their military in readiness for deterrence in case of any external attack by any external threats. Russia feels that the country’s security is threatened by the US allies and NATO and focus on strengthening their defenses in readiness to counter any attacks or threats to their nation. Russia is known for not honoring any international laws on the use of weapons or of maintaining peace and this explains why the country has tension over a looming attack within its borders.
3. How is Russia a threat to national security
Recent activities by Russia in other parts of Europe show that it is a great threat to America’s security. For instance, in the 2014 spring, Russia illegally invaded and annexed Crimea which is considered a Ukrainian territory (Bílková, 2014). This move by the Russians showed that they are still focused on tampering with European boundaries. Russia currently has its military troops in Donbas, Ukraine. This shows that the Soviets are still focused on building new communist territories in Europe. The NATO treaty obliges the US to get involved whenever one of the member countries faces external threat. Any threat therefore to the national security of the American allies is a direct threat to the US. The UK recently complained of the aspersive Russian activities and blamed the Russia’s Foreign Intelligence Service for the compromise on the US SolarWinds software. The SolarWinds cyber-attack affected US government agencies, prompting the US president Joe Biden to blacklist twenty Russian technology firms for having been associated with the attack. The growing use of the cyber-attacks by Russia to gather and manipulate information shows that the country is at great risk of cyber-attacks that could expose the country’s military secrets, plans and tactics hence weakening their defense against the Russians in case of an attack (Kim Si-ryeong, 2018). In 2020, the US alleged that Russia had interfered with the elections and expelled ten Russian diplomats or that reason. Other Russians were also sanctioned for trying to interfere with the elections outcome. Once the Russians have infiltrated the electoral systems, they may bring in reforms that favor Russia and not the US. Russia is still bent on increasing their domination in the European countries and is ready to stop at nothing to make that dream a reality. Since the US and NATO are the greatest threat to Russia’s dream, Russia may use its new cyber-attack strategy on the US and its allies to gain important information on the countries. The recent attempt by the Russians to infiltrate the US electoral system shows that they are focused on having a Russian ally in the US leadership to help them achieve their growth and expansion goals. The cyber-attacks by Russia target critical infrastructure like industrial control systems as in the case of the SolarWinds and underwater cables and shows the Russian’s ability to infiltrate and take over information systems and communications in the US and its allies countries; making the country vulnerable in times of a crisis.
4. Describe the impact on MAJCOMs and COCOMs
Communication is a major aspect in the operations of the commandant commands (COCOMs) and major commands (MAJCOMs) operations. The Russians cyber-attacks threaten the flow of information in the US. The actions of the Russians may threaten communication in the entire US Airforce. This is because the Russians have proven to have the ability to intercept and interfere in the US online operations. If the communication is interrupted, the MAJCOMs and COCOMs will not communicate effectively or may be misinformed which may lead to internal conflict; weakening the US Airforce.
Since Russia poses a threat to the security to the US, the MAJCOMs have to reorganize their staff and resources to create a strong defense in case of a Russian attack. The US is currently unprepared for war with Russia. This is because they have insufficient weapons to counter the Russian nuclear missiles. The MAJCOMs have to engage in a complete rearmament program to replenish their arms supplies and readiness to protect the nation. The threat will put the MAJCOMS more at ease in focusing on the current Russian actions as an important threat that needs to be tackled with urgency.
Since the COCOMs are tasked with coordinating communications in the Airforce, they have to develop stronger software that secure sensitive information from Russian cyber-attacks and develop more software to protect the communication systems to ensure they cannot be intercepted by external agencies or threats. 
The MAJCOMs and COCOMs have to think of ways to stop the threats by developing counter and protective measures to stop Russian activities in the US. They also have to work on closing the available loopholes that the Russians can use to threaten the national security in America. The threat will also force the Airforce to manage their forces to ensure that they are trained, organized and equipped to Deal with threats like Russia. 
5. Duties and leadership role of a US Airforce technical sergeant 
The technical sergeant in the US Airforce is tasked with various duties and leadership roles. These include (Airforce, 2018):
a) The technical sergeant is tasked with the role to lead and supervise their subordinate. They engage with the subordinates both off-duty and on-duty. They also visit the subordinates in an attempt to understand the environment in which they live in and discover their off-duty opportunities. The technical sergeants also experienced in positive mentorship and act as mentors to their subordinates.
b) The technical sergeants act as trainers, guides and instructors to the subordinates by preparing them in readiness for their missions, authority and responsibility. They also guide the subordinates by preparing them for higher levels of authority in the future.
c) A technical sergeant is tasked with ensuring the safety of the subordinates by being constantly aware of the group dynamics that may affect their readiness and safety. The sergeant also has to study the subordinate in order to identify those with dangerous behaviors. After identification, they must then intervene and stop such behaviors to maintain the safety of the subordinates.
d) The sergeant has to study and identify the individuals who exhibit exemplary military conduct and performance of duties then reward them for their good behavior and service. They also have to ensure that the subordinate are responsible and are accountable for their underperformance. 
e) The technical sergeant has to give constant feedback on performance of the subordinates, and give them counseling on available career opportunities, entitlements, service benefits, and promotion opportunities. This will help improve the subordinates’ potential and service performance. The sergeant must also provide the subordinates with the Airforce Benefits Fact Sheet as they give feedback.
f) The technical; sergeant has to encourage the subordinates on the importance of professional enhancement and professional military education courses to help cultivate military professionalism and leadership skills. This will help enhance both personal and subordinate professional development.
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